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Task One: Final “s” Sounds

1. Overview: the final “S” has three different sounds; the pronunciation of the final “S” in plural words and verbs in the third person depends on the final sound before that “S”.
2. Rules for the final “S” pronunciation: “S”                    /s/, /z/, or / Iz /
	/s/
	/z/
	/ Iz /

	/p/: pipes 
/t/: pets
/k/: makes 

/f/: laughs
/θ/: paths 


	All the remaining sounds. 
	/s/: places, fixes 
/z/ : chooses, sizes
/ ʃ / : punishes 

/t ʃ / : catches 
/dƷ/ : changes



3. Exercise: Classify the words according to the pronunciation of their final “S”.
Coughs, judges, burns, clicks, counterfeits, rises, bosses, qualities, files, wishes, faxes, consumers, dreams, toys, quizzes, bathes, clothes, bags, leaves, plays, helps, graphs, beliefs, morals, crabs, prizes, deals, words...
	/s/
	/z/
	/ Iz /

	
	
	


Task Two: Final “ed” Sounds

1. Overview: similarly, the past tense suffix “ed” has three different realizations: /t/ or /d/ or /Id/
2. Rules for the final “ed” pronunciation:
	/t/
	/d/
	/Id/

	/p/: helped, hoped
/k/ : liked
/θ/(th): frothed
/f/ (f,ph,gh): laughed
/s/: kissed, mixed
/ ʃ/ (sh): wished
/ tʃ/ (ch): reached
	All the remaining sounds. 
	/t/ : waited, retreated, hated 
/d/ : handed, ended, decided


3. Exercise: Classify the words according to the pronunciation of their final “ed”.
Opened, danced, looked, covered, boasted, laughed, pointed, listened, stopped, screamed, wanted, shouted, played, asked, delighted, amazed, resided, placed, pleased, packed, reiterated, drained, tripped, adjusted, changed, consulted, crashed, filed, matched, ended...

	/t/
	/d/
	/Id/

	
	
	


Task Three: Word Stress
1. Overview: English has its own rhythm; stress is the word for force. So, within the same word one syllable is pronounced with higher degree of loudness than the remaining syllables.  

2. Rules for word stress:
Stress in words with suffixes: 

· stress the syllable before [“ic”, “ics”, “ical”, “tion”, “ssion”, “sion”, “ive” and “ant”] 
· political (ends in the suffix “ical”) → po 'LI tical
                                                                             Suffix 

Eco'NOmic, eco'NOmics, 'MUsical, cor'RUPtion, de'CEPtion, pro'FEssion, pro'GREssion, de'CIsion, ex'PENSive, as'SIStant....  

· Suffixes “ize”, “ate”, “ify” create verbs. i,e. they are used to verbify nouns and adjectives.  Words end in “ize”, “ate”, “ify” are often stressed on the third (3rd) to the last syllable (the third syllable from the end). 

· colonize (ends in the suffix “ize”) → 'CO lo nize 
                                                                                                    3      2        1 

 'ADvertise, 'MEmorize, 'REcognize, 'Idealize, 'PRIOritize, 'CRIticize, a'POlogize, 'EMphasize, 'Authorize, 'Civilize, 'MO de rate,  'MAG ni fy ,  'CElebrate, e'LIminate, cer'TIficate, com'MUnicate, 'CLAssify, 'TERrify, 'CERtify, per'SOnify...

· Stress the third syllable from the end in words end in “ty, (ity), gy, phy, ny, cy, my, , ment” 
ac 'TI vi ty                                             anth ro 'PO  lo gy

  4     3   2    1                                                                 5      4     3       2      1 

 phi 'LO  so phy                                      'CO  lo ny 

   4       3      2    1                                                     3      2   1 

 de'MO cra cy                                          de 'VE  lop ment 

4 3       2     1                                                    4      3       2       1
· More of the two syllable nouns, adjectives and adverbs have the stress on the first syllable.
	Two syllable nouns
	Two syllable adjectives
	Two syllable adverbs 

	'PEOple

'MOther

'FAther

'ENglish


	'HAppy

'STUpid

'UGly

'HOTter
	'NEver

'SLOWly

'VEry

'Over


· Stress on the second syllable: Verbs of two syllables are normally stressed on the second (2nd) part.
· be'LIEVE, cor'RECT, im'PORT, in'SULT...

3. Exercise: underline the stressed syllables in the following words: 

Graphic- conclusion- effective- situation- university- photography- important- allergy- logical- gravity- iconic- laboratory- education, replacement- blackmail- ethics- hospitalize- historical- academics- economy- accuracy- antibiotics- clean- productive- permission- employment- action- generate- automatics- embezzlement- dance- speak up- advocate- geology- modernize- suitcase- mechanical- break down- bedroom- nutrition- vision- clever- Whitehouse-  visit (verb)- liquidate- symbolize- simplify- diffusion- political- cosmetics-  transform- practice- practise- wrongly- wrong- deviate- import (noun)- detect (verb)- connect- connection- characterize- convert- conversion- happy- ever- reality- courageous- ladybird- old-fashioned- look up- publicize- achievement- exemplify...
Task Four: Silent Letters
1. Overview:  Some letters are spelt out but not pronounced; these letters are referred to as silent. Here are the most common silent letters listed in an alphabetical order:
2. Common silent letters& Examples: 
1. Final B: following “m” as in:  climb, comb, crumb, and in words like debt, doubt
2. Silent C: is not pronounced in the ending "scle" and in words like: muscle, acquire, czar, scissors, victual
3. D: is not pronounced in final “dge” cluster and in other words like: handkerchief, Wednesday, hedge, edge.. 
4. Final E: When it is final as in: Hope, take, give, people…..
5. G: in final cluster “gn” and being part of the “ing” suffix as in: sign, design, align, writing, speaking

6. GH: before final “T” and at the end of many words like: high, weigh, right, thought, taught, right…

7. H:  in initial cluster “Wh” as in: what, where, why, whale, while, and in initial position in words like:  hour, honest, ghost…
8. K: in initial cluster “kn” as in:  kneel, knee, knife, know, knock..etc.
9. L: is not often pronounced before final “D”, “F”, “M”, “K” as in: would, half, calm, talk…etc.
10. N: is not pronounced following “M” at the end of a word as in: condemn, damn, hymn,  solemn…etc
11. S: is not pronounced before “L” in the following words:  island, isle…etc.
12. T: as part of final some “tle” and “ten” clusters: listen, castle, soften, whistle, wrestle...  
13. W: is not pronounced at the beginning of a word followed by an “R” as in: wrap, write, wrong, and in these pronouns: Who, whom….
3. Exercise:   Underline/ cross the silent letter(s) in the following words: 

  Knock, building, handsome, walk, psychology, site, whether, knight, thumb, wrestle, might, should, caught, why, honor, knowledge, half, autumn, often, guitar, right, wrong, whole, light, tomb, knot, damn, folk, column, though, resign, knell, heir, pseudo, guard, guest, answer, badge, gnarl, white, two, honestly, which, whoop, honorable, psalm, chalk, wreck, crumb, thought, listen, knuckle, write, sought, climb, Wednesday, drive, feign, daughter, thistle, sword, wrinkle, limb, tight, foreigner, butter, plumb, romantically, pleased...    
Task Five: Syllable division (Syllabalization)

1. Overview: 

· Each phonetic syllable must have one and only one vowel sound.

· The number of vowel sounds left is the same as the number of syllables (the number of vowel sounds “not vowel letters” determines the number of syllables in a word).

· Diphthongs count as only one sound: (eI, ɔI, aI), (əʊ, aʊ), (Iə, ʊə, eə).

· Subtract any silent vowels like the silent “e” at the end of a word.
2. Rules for Dividing Words into Syllables:
           In order to find the number of syllables in a word, these are the five basic ways: 

A.  Divide between two middle consonants, as in: 

· bas/ket, kid/nap ( two different consonants in the middle)

· let/ter, bit/ter, din/ner, Ten/nis (the same consonant doubled )

B. Usually divide before a single middle consonant when there is only one syllable as in :

           o/pen, i/tem, e/vil,

C. Divide before the consonant before an "-le" syllable as in : 

    fum/ble, "rub/ble, bot/tle, gen/tle ( except words with “ckle”)

D. Divide immediately  before a "-tion" (sion) syllable as in:

    educa/tion, tradi/tion….

E.  Divide off any compound words, prefixes, suffixes and roots which have vowel sounds, for instance:

     Un/happy, dis/like, pre/paid, mis/conduct, teach/er, use/less, desk/top

        3. Exercise: Classify the words according to the number of their syllables. 

Table, freeway, book, summit, rabbit, mother, about, dismiss, people, narration, unfit, careful, banknote, cannon, enjoy, civilization, handsome, cancer, hotel, seatbelt, letter, cattle, direction, happen, weekend, civility, man, decide, take, mistake, import, desktop, syllable, sound, visited, edition, battle, carefully, deforestation, peace, novel, peaceful, city, ethics, understand, computer, unusual, question, quite, nation, thankfulness, better, light, work, came, admit, like, dinner, here, writing, there, poor, letter, helped, liberty, missed, extend, investigation, behave, right, duty, boxes, depression.  

	One syllable
	Two syllables
	Three syllables
	Four syllables
	Five syllables

	
	
	
	
	


Task Six: Rhyming Words
1. Overview: The Merriam-Webster Dictionary says that “Rhyme” is correspondence in terminal sounds. By definition, words that rhyme are those words in which the combined vowel (and following consonantal, if any) sound of the same pronunciation.  So to say, words that have the same ending sounds. 

2. Examples

1. Cat, hat, bat, mat, fat and rat. 

2. in, pin, tin, bin, fin, win, and chin

3. drop, stop, plop, shop, and slop

4. best, rest, test, fest, and pest

5. smile, mile, trial, vile, and while

6. time, shime, climb, clime, crime, and dime, 

7. Now, cow, how, wow, allow, meow...
3. Practice: Match the words that rhyme
1.     Back                              a.    complete
2.     Fail                                b.     where 

3.    Pleat                               c.     all 

4.    Compare                        d.     lack 

5.     Break                             e.     combat 

6.     Fall                                f.      scale 

7.     Began                            g.     ago 

8.     Expand                          h.     can 

9.     Threat                            i.      permit 

10.     Said                               J.     mistake 

11.     At                                  k.     smell 

12.     Well                               l.       understand

13.     Hit                                  m.   upset 

14.     Throw                            n.     taught 

15.     Got                                 o.     rub 

16.     Club                               p.     round 

17.    Sun                                 q.      those 

18.     Crowned                        r.      soon  

19.     Flows                             s.      begun 

20.     Navigator                       t.      bad 

21.     Interfere                         u.      increase 

22.     Moon                             v.      reappear 

23.     Police                            w.      write 

24.      Begin                            x.       blue  

25.      Right                             y.       waiter 

26.       Shoe                             z.       within 

